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12      The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s 

household and go to the land I will show you.  

         2      “I will make you into a great nation  

          and I will bless you;  

          I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  

         3      I will bless those who bless you,  

          and whoever curses you I will curse;  

          and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 

years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 

possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out 

for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At 

that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 

offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 

west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the 

LORD.  

 

The Journey of Life 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

There’s something I love about adventure.  One neat thing about being a pastor is that you have 

opportunities to serve in different parts of the country, and even in different countries.  You can 

experience different climates and different cultures, all while serving God and His people.  I enjoy that.  

I don’t like sitting still in life.  I fear being complacent. It drives me crazy to sit at home and do 

nothing.  That’s why I love movies like the “Hobbit” or the “Lord of the Rings.”  The scenery is 

awesome - to see these little seemingly defenseless creatures journeying into unknown places in order 

to fulfill a mission - with just a little ring in the pocket - I love the whole story.   

 

Some have compared faith to this concept of a journey.   Having been baptized into Christ and adopted 

into God’s family, we are placed on a pathway to heaven.  It is a dangerous journey as we are placed in 

hostility with the world and put under the attack of Satan and the demons, not to mention our own 

sinful temptations.  The Holy Spirit has bound us to Christ through the wedding band of faith.  We 

can’t wait to get home to heaven where we can see Him face to face.  It is neat to think of this life as a 

journey from here to there.   Look at it as a difficult and dangerous adventure.   

 

Abram, the father of faith, was placed on an adventure he never imagined he would be on.  But he 

wasn’t any young and spry hobbit.  He was much older, at 75 years old.   



The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s 

household and go to the land I will show you. . . .  4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told 

him; and Lot went with him. . . .  He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 

possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set 

out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  

It is such an amazing and simple thing.  Abram left.  No questions.  No complaints.  He left everything 

that he knew - the culture - the people - the extended family - all behind.   

 

Why to Canaan?  Even though it was small, no bigger than maybe half of Michigan, it stood at the 

crossroads the three continents and three peoples, the descendants of Shem, Ham and Japheth.  By 

living in Canaan God could show the world His power and His majesty through the Israelites.  He 

would have opportunity to bring people to faith in Him as they traveled through this major crossroads 

to all civilizations.  

 

It all sounds so romantic - but don’t forget that it was far from an easy journey.  Abram was getting 

older in years.  Even though he had been blessed with plenty of riches and fighting men on his side - 

Genesis mentions 318 trained men at one time - he still had to sleep in a tent and live on the road - 

traveling from place to place in order to find grazing for his animals.  Think also about what happened 

when Abram finally arrived in Canaan - the land which God had promised him.  

At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  The LORD appeared to Abram and said, 

“To your offspring I will give this land.” 

Wouldn’t you have been disappointed?  Maybe even a bit angry?  But Abram shows no sign of 

disappointment or anger.  He responds by worshiping the Lord there and then, even though all of God’s 

promises of the LAND wouldn’t be fulfilled for hundreds of years.   

 

This was just the beginning of Abram’s journey.  His life was filled with mistakes and fear.  He had to 

go down to Egypt for a time due to a famine.  When he was there he was afraid that the Egyptians 

would kill him in order to steal Sarai from him.  Later on he let Sarah convince him to have sexual 

relations with Hagar, so that he had a child through Hagar.  This ended up causing a huge rift in his 

family and a lot of heartache.  So this “journey” for Abram wasn’t easy.  It wasn’t all romantic.   

 

I think we forget that sometimes.   Think about how much work it takes to get the family together for a 

portrait.  You have to get the right clothes.  Make sure the kids are showered and their hair is just right.  

Pay the photographer.  Go to the destination.  Get out and sit together on a hot day with mosquitos and 

bugs.   By the time you get there everyone is grumpy.  You take the picture!  Everyone’s smiling.  

From just that one flash in time it looks like everyone is as happy as can be.  But in the process of 

getting the picture - it wasn’t exactly peaches and cream.  That’s the way life is.  That’s how Abram’s 

life was as well.   

 

Abram must have known what a difficult journey it would be.  What motivated Abram to do this then?   

  2      “I will make you into a great nation  

          and I will bless you;  



          I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  

          3      I will bless those who bless you,  

          and whoever curses you I will curse;  

          and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

 

God would take special care of Abram.  If anyone tried to curse him, they would be cursed by God.  If 

anyone blessed him, they would be blessed by God.  In other words, Abram was going to get special 

treatment from God.   

 

And what was the greatest blessing of all?  All people on earth would be blessed in him!  Now think 

about that promise.  If I am a nice neighbor I might be able to bless some of my neighbors by doing 

some nice things for them.  If I am a wise steward of my money I might be able to give some money 

and possessions to my children when I die.  But there’s no way I would ever be able to be a blessing to 

every nation on earth.  Abraham ended up being a rich man.  But his riches didn’t bless every nation of 

every age.  This is obviously a reference to the greatest blessing that God was intending to give the 

world - through the coming of the Messiah - who would die for the world and bless the world with His 

merciful forgiveness.  Abram knew this.  The promise wasn’t about HIM - it was about the One to 

come through Him.   

 

What a rush for Abram!  “God is going to bless all nations through me!  God has chosen old and 

meaningless me to be a forerunner to the Messiah!”   

 

It is really interesting to see how God proved Himself to Abram.  When Abram went down to Egypt 

and told the Egyptians that Sarah was his sister, the Pharaoh more or less said, “Whoa!  She’s 

beautiful!  I’ll take her.”  So he brought her into his palace to be a part of his harem.  Abram, in a 

moment of fear and foolishness, completely jeopardized his relationship with his wife and the promise 

of the Messiah, for God had also intended this promise to come through Sarah, Abram’s wife.  God 

wasn’t about to let this happen, so He sent serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household, to quickly 

remedy the situation.  It didn’t take Pharaoh long to figure out that Sarah was Abram’s wife, so he 

quickly sent her home and chastised Abram in the process, telling him to get out of Egypt.  God treated 

Abram special and Sarah too and He protected her from being abused or taken away from Abram, for 

she too was important to God.  Think about the confidence and the faith this would have built in Abram 

not to doubt God’s promises of preservation and salvation.   

 

We are not Abram.  The Messiah is not going to be born through us.  So you might say to yourself, 

“That’s nice for Abram, but I’m not that special.  The Messiah isn’t coming through me.”  This is true.  

But that doesn’t mean that God doesn’t notice who you are or give you special treatment.  In our epistle 

lesson Paul reminds us, “He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who 

gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.”  We have the same faith in 

the same God as Abram had who still has power.  We are Abram’s children - we are related to him 

through faith in the same God.   

 



God spoke in sure terms that Sarah would give birth to a child when she was well beyond childbearing 

years.  God provided that child just like He said, and through that child God kept the promise of the 

Savior alive.   This God still speaks nothingness into life through His Word.  He spoke His name on us 

in our baptism.  He said, “You are now mine.”  He promises us that Jesus died for us too.  His Holy 

Spirit assures us that our sins are paid for.  He promises that all things work out for our good.  The 

hairs of our head are numbered.  We get special treatment when we believe in Jesus.  We may not feel 

special.  We may not seem to be special because plenty of bad things happen to us as well.  We still get 

sick, get in car accidents, and die.  In comparison with the power of other people in the world, it may 

definitely seem that the world does not revolve around us.  Yet God promises that ALL things work 

together for the good of those who love Him.  He wants us to believe that by faith in Christ and through 

our baptisms we are special people, for we are His adopted children who look holy in HIS sight.  Faith 

trusts God’s Word and promise to us, even when our eyes and experience say differently.  

 

When Abram arrived in Canaan and God promised the land to his DESCENDANTS, it took faith to 

trust that God would miraculously bring descendants back there to own the land.  It takes faith to 

believe you are who God says you are and that He will do what He says He will do.  This faith comes 

from God’s Word.  It speaks of things as if they were - and we trust that they are that way and will be 

that way because GOD said so.   

 

This changes the way we live.   

Abram laughed in joy when God told him that Sarah would have a son when she was 89 years old. 

Sarah laughed in unbelief.   

 

God did what He said He would do, and they named him Isaac, meaning “He laughed.”  God changed 

their lives as He gave them the promised son they had so longed for - and through that son eventually 

He gave us the Son that we needed, the perfect Son of God to die for the sins of the world.   

 

This is what God’s Word is meant to do.  It is meant to give us encouragement and hope as go through 

the journey of life.  It took Abraham and Sarah twenty-five years of doubting and scheming and failing 

and then finally finding that God would do what He always promised He would do.  It took God 

patience and forgiveness as they tried to find their own solutions to God’s promise.  What joy it was for 

them when He finally gave them what they were promised.   Oh, the heartache they would have saved 

themselves if they had never tried the Hagar option!  But God, in his mercy, blessed them anyway. 

 

All of us are on a pathway where we await Jesus final coming.   Life is always changing.  Sometimes 

we enjoy it, sometimes we don’t.  It’s ok if you’re not happy with where you’re at.  Some of you are 

near the end of your life.  Some of you have been taken down some pretty painful paths that you didn’t 

want to go on.  Life isn’t always as romantic as it may seem.  But don’t forget the final destination as 

you travel on your journey.  Keep your eyes on Jesus, even as you walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death.  Listen to His voice.  Find your hope and salvation in Him.  When you believe in 

Jesus, God will bring you there in His own sweet time.  Amen. 


